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I have been thinking for some time
that I would write you a letter about the
work, here which you might read to the

Missionary Society of the Seminary. But
press of work on the mission field causes
us to put off letter siting as it does in

the Seminary.
If you have read the Ootober Jfmtorwry

you haye seen an aucount of our trip to

Korea, which was in all a most pleasant

one. Since our arrival here, we have de-

voted all our energies to the study of the

language, and while we aow have enough
of it to make our wants known so that it

Is not necessary for us to oall on the

others to do much Interpreting for us,

yet we are far from being able to do any
aggressive missionary work.

I heard the statement made recently,

that it was a most wise proyislon of

Providence that we oould not speak the

language upon arrival, because being so

entirely Ignorant of the customs of the

people, which are so different- from
our own, we would naturally have made
many mistakes which would be detrimen-
tal to the work. And it Is undoubtedly
true, for you cannot Imagine people more
entiroly different from Americans than
Lho Koreans. However that may be, I

cannot but wish that there were some
shorter road into the mysteries of the
Korean tongue.

It is a most difficult language natural-

ly, and much more so beoause there are

so many different forms of speech which
depend in their use on whether one is

addressing those whom be considers his

superiors, equals or inferiors; aad also

because there is a'large class of Chinese
derivatives which are used almost ex-

clusively in polite society, which are
totally different from the language of the

common people—so different in fact that

many pcoplo say there are two languages
in Korea. But the rest of our mission
have made splendid progress, and by
much hard work Mrs Ball and 1 mean
to do the same.

In September we began having
Korcau prayers with the servants dally.

Wo sing two of our Gospel hymns (quite

a number of which have been translated

into Koroan and sung to our tones), read

a passage from one of the Gospels, after

which I pray a short prayer, previously

memorized, and then we all join in the

Lord’s prayer. Io.my absence, Mrs. Bell

holds the same service. In this way we
are ablo to give them some of the Gospel
each day. We are supporting a little

boy In the Northern Presbyterian school,

and often he comes in to our prayers.

He knows many of the hymns by heart

and sings very sweetly. May we not ask
your special prayers for him that some
of these seed may find lodgmont In his

heart ?

Observer.

As we have now bsen here long

enough to take a general survey of the

field, we long more and more to be able

to tell them of a Saviour’s love. If there

ever was a peoplo In the world which is

ready for, and needs the Gospef, the

Koreans to-day certainly do. If there

ever was a people who needed the love

and sympathy and help of the Gospel the

Koreans certainly do. They have been

oppressed and abused for auoh a long

lime by their neighbors, the Chinese and

Japanese, that they have well nigh had

all the spirit crushed out of them. And
it is not surprising that with such treat-

ment they have looked with suspicion

upon all foreigners, and thus have come
to be called the Hermit Nation. Now as

they enter upoa their new and. upward
career, made possible to them by l he re-

cent war. they need more than ^ver the

knowledge of that Saviour through whom
alone they can find true happiness and

real prosperity. Of course there are ex-

ceptions, but as a rule the people are

only too glad of a chance to hear the

Gospel. <)f course they do not always

understand and appreciate its merits be-

cause these things are spiritually dis-

cerned, and the Koreans are so ateepod

in sin that they are far frotq things spir-

itual. So It requires muah patient teach-

ing to make them open their hearts and

surrender themselves to the Saviour.

I have recently returned from a trip

to the country, and find the country peo-

ple even more friendly than those here

la t^oul. \
tool* a, Christen teaser

with me, and he did some good work
preaching and we were able to sell tracts.

Everywhere we went, the people were
ready and willing to receive us. This

trip was into - the Chulla province, one
of the two assigned to our mission by

the council of Korea. There are two

large and populous provinces as yet un-

touched by any one except what our

mission has done at Chun Ju, the capi-

tal of Chulla province, and at Kun San
where Mr. Junkln now la.

Kun San is on the west coast about
one hundred and fifty miles south of

Seoul, and la a splendid place for a sta-

tion. Mr. Junkin and Dr. Drew expect

to locate there as soon as they can buy
land and build or rent houses that will

do to live in. Mr. Tate Is now at Chun
Ju and expects to have his sister join

him there as soon as he can have his

house put in proper repair. These two
stations are about forty miles apart

with scores of towns and villages be-

tween. There are two other points, one
on the southwest and one on the south

coast (both of which are important cen-

tres and touched by a steamship line),

which we hope to open up as soon as we
have the men. I am certainly glad that

these two southern provinces have been
assigned to our Mission. The country
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la beautiful and the climate delightful.

In fact I think the climate of the whole
country la fine. The population la

dense, villages on &1L aides and many
more large centres aad strategic points

than we can open up In many years un-
less we have large reinforcements.

Of course there are difficulties, and
the many hardships and privations that

are more or less common to all mission
fields. But the difficulties are f^r less,

and the advantages far greater, than I

ever expeoted to find. [ do not yet

know the joy of telling the love of

Christ to those who have never heard it,

but I can see that joy nearer each day,
and I thank God that he ha9 brought me
to a field where the opportunities for

service are so great. I am glad to be
one of those who enter upon the pioneer
work in Korea. With the salaries we
get, we are able to have comfortable
nomes, aad by supplementing our Amer-
ican groceries and supplies with what
we can get here, we get along nicely,

and have everv reason to be thankful to

a kind heavenly Father for bringing us
here.

The longer I am here the more 1 am
Impressed with the faot that Korea needs
the Gospel. The people are wicked and
sinful beyond description. They are
truly groping in the dark. The lot of

womaa is especially sad. Sh9 is given

in marriage before she is old enough to

know what It means, and is ruled over

by a.husband who Is often cruel In the

extreme, and who, when he can afford

it, brings in wife No. 3 or No. 3 as soon
as he has gotten tired of the former one.

And so the homa, where the Gospel ex-

erts its most potent lnfiueace, needs the

knowledge of Him who alone can bring

cheer and comfort.

I have not been on the mission field a

great while, but I have been here long

enongh to observe those who are most
successful, and as many of you are look-

ing forward to work in the foreign field,

I am going to tell you what, in my hum-
ble judgment, are the qualifications most
essential to success on the foreign mis-

sionary field. Of course nothing will

ever take the place of Implicit faith

in God and his promises, aad entire de-

pendence on the Holy Spirit. But in

addition to these and all they Imply, by

far the greatest need, in my judgment,

is an Intense love for souls; such a love

for men as will enable ns to get into

living contaot with the people. I have

felt this more than anything else. In

this respect, the work here is not differ-

ent in kind from Home Mission work,

only in degree. If one Ls unable to do

effective Home Mission work, and get

into sympathy with the poor, the

wretohed, and the dirty, and naturally

unattractive. I do not believe the foreign

field is the place for him.
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The people here, and I have reason to

believe It la largely the same la other
Helds,. are, to our way of thinking, very
unattractive and often absolutely re-

pulsive. Their persons are dirty, and
their language Is tilthy, and altogether
It reqalres much of the love of Christ la

our hearts to- make us love theiq and
care (or then) la sacli a way th^t wo oaa

Influence their lives. The Koreans are

only too quick at perception, aad the

servants, and those who see ui, come to

understand us more thoroughly and far

sooner than we supposed.
The language Is almost absolutely es-

sential, hut I have often heard It said
that some of the most successful mission-
aries had very poor use of the language,
but did their best work by their dally
lives. It Is said of the late Or. Hall that
he just .loved the Koreans Into the
Church. We are In many ways natural-
ly so Tar removed from the people that
It requires even the love of Christ for os
to get Into union and sympathy with
them, and get thedi to love and trust us
in a way so that we can inllaence them.
Our clothes are different, our anatoms
are totally different, our houses are
different; and, live as simply as we may,
our plainest living is far removed from
those we would Influence. So that un-
less we have this Intease love for the
souls of men It is possible for us to come
to the mission flsld and live so far re-

moved from the people that we might
almost as well have stayed at home, look-
ing at it from a haman standpoint. We
must be thankful to a loving Saviour
who Is only too willing to supply all

these needs If we will only look to Hlmi
with His strength we can do all things—
evea bring ourselves to love the repul-
sive heathen. Without Him we oan do
nothing at home or on the mission field.

In conclusion I may say that Lam glad
to be a representative on the foreign
field of a Seminary so full of the mission
spirit. I trust that there are many of

this year's class who are looking to the

foreign field. We need yon here In

Korea, and will give you a hearty wel-

come. Follow my good example, and
let each ooe bring a helpmeet. The
single missionaries are doing a grand
work here, but I believe a man oan more
than double his usefulness If he has a
wife who Is In fall and hearty sympathy
with him, and will be a helpmeet Indeed.

These people In the East do not under-

stand the position of a single person, as

there Is no such thing as an old maid or

a bachelor among the Koreans.

I have heard that the prospects of the

Seminary this year were splendid, but

bave not heard sluoe it opeaed. I shall

be glad If you will write me of It. Do

not wait for persoual letters, but may I

not hope to hear from mauy of you be-

fore the year Is overt' Any news from
home Is very preolous ou the misslou

field.

Asking your prayers for God’s blow-

ing on this part of the Master's work,

I am, yours In His name,
Enneng Bell.

P. S. If you haven’t It already In the

library, be sure to get “Korea from Its

Capital,” by Gilmore.
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xL-uj^.o. Ail^A X <£x:L

ALaaXX
,
- c

ixy^X^ Cx y
Y-<j

Hti^
cMa l̂K ^ fru. th$: °^-a- CLt— r^ €

~i
~

^71 t
<£X~~j-%
Jut ,

jxe^Jds^- . t&Jr ^ a "

~ y/ X^v aMZCiJjXA^^
/\Jhi$L A V /i *SV<a-c*-^ c£- tfec

'
/-V^ . ^-V ^ s\aaat+^

r"j i LJ- ^ aua /&

^ , ^yf oXt ^ #fe: &MCia~Ju&aaaj—. iy^yxyx^ycx^uxk:/

MaAkX)_ IA/X^/lX > <xx_ A .\aJLS^XmZjlA_j P^ j .
jj

~ ,

£StX 4 a
/ /Zy _ / / kULsl $•& ^w!<i4v \jjfAL^M̂ ^ wu/*^

twli k^^bJL^ •** > <fc-

1^0 + £<c/_ 'K^f
-

\}X,<ZUAl^: L̂AAj
1

^

-fo a^y WVK*-~ Met* Aĉ X* ^W>
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Special Supplement
TO

The KOREAN REPOSITORY.

THE KING AT THE RUSSIAN LEGATION.

EXECUTION OF TWO CABINET MINISTERS

A KOREAN MOB AT WORK.
Feb. nth. 1896.

Tee secret flight of the King and Crown Prince from the

Royal Palace; their refuge in the Russian Legation : the public

degradation and order for arrest of the entire Cabinet ; the

public execution of the Prime Minister and another Cabinet

Minister ;
the savage and barbarous mutilation of the dead bodies

by an angry mob; the appointment, in part, of a new Cabinet; the

stoning and murder of an innocent Japanese spectator and citi-

zen : the repeal of the obnoxious law ordering the cutting of the

top-knot ;
the opening of the prison doors and the release of its

inmates, innocent and guilty alike, the recall of the troops sent

to Chun Chou to quell the riot there
;

the removal from the Roy-

al Palace of the Queen Dowager and the Crown Princess are events

that will make this day memorable if not famous in Korean history.

The consequences cannot but be far-reaching. The King is once

more at the head of the (
: ovcrnmeDt, but he has had to seek the

friendly protection of a foreign flag. He went to the Russian Le-

gation. we are told, of his own accord We have it from the

best source that Russia wishes to see the King perfectly free in

the administration of the affairs pertaining to his kingdom, in-

troducing reforms with the help of ministers selected by himself.

The King has his own apartments, anti is alone with his Cabinet

and other officers. We await further developments with keen

interest.
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THE KING OF KOREA IN THE RUSSIAN
LEGATION.

Seoul, February 12th, 18 96.

“ The King is in the Russian Legation!” Like a clap of thun-
der from a clear sky, came this news to us on the morning of

Feb. 11th. “ Is it true? If true, what does it mean?” “Will
this be the beginning of an armed conflict between Japan and
Russia?” These and similar questions suggested themselves at

once. The news spread rapidly and the city was thrown into the
greatest excitement, as there were only a few who had definite in-

formation of the whereabouts of the King and of his safety.

From reliable sources we are able to place before our readers

the following account. A little before seven o’clock in the morn-
ing His Majesty, His Royal Highness the Crown Prince and some
forty attendants left the Palace for the Russian Legation in Chong
Dong. The King and Crown Prince were in closed chairs, such
as are used by women. The ladies of the Palace, for a week or
more, since the flight was decided upon, caused a number of these

chairs to go in and out the several gates of the Palace to avoid at-

tracting attention. It is also said that the King and his son did
not go out at the same gates, while the attendants likewise slipped
out at different gates. All went well

;
the plan, was faithfully

carried out, and at seven o’clock their Royal Highnesses knocked
at the north gate of the Russian Legation, and of

.
course were

promptly admitted. We confess the flight was a bold thing for

the King to attempt, and are not surprised to learn that he was
pale and trembling as he entered the spacious apartments of the
Legation buildings.

The King does much of his work at night and retires in the
morning. It is not surprising that he selected the early hours of
the day for leaving the Palace, and it is not strange that the ever
vigilant Cabinet did not suspect his absence, as lie was supposed
to be sleeping. Several hours therefore, elapsed, and t e where-
abouts of the King was not known until the organization of a new
Cabinet was under way and Korean dignitaries from various parts
of the city began to be summoned into the royal presence. The
first to be called was Ex-Premier Pak Chung Yang. He was
seen by (at least) one foreigner walking between two Russian
soldiers, followed by a Korean guard and his retainers. The Ex-
Premier was carrying a large revolver in plain sight. This no
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doubt for the moral effect. Shortly after his arrival at the Rus-
sian Legation the following royal edict was issued and posted
on the front gate of the Legation and in prominent places of
the city :

—

ROYAL PROCLAMATION.
Alas! alas! On account of Our unworthiness and mal-ad-

miniBtration the wicked advanced and the wise retired. Of the
last ten years, none has passed without troubles. Some were
brought on by those We had trusted as the members of the
body, while others, by those of Our own hone and liesh. Our
dynasty of five centuries has thereby been often endangered,
and millions of Our subjects have thereby been gradually impo-
verished. These facts make Us blush and sweat for shame.
But these troubles have been brought about through Our par-
tiality and self-will, giving rise to rascality and blunders leading
to calamities. All have been Our own fault from the first to
the last.

Fortunately thro loyal and faithful subjects rising up in

righteous efforts to remove the wicked, there is a hope that the
tribulations experienced may invigorate the State, and that calm
may return after the storm. This accords with the principle

that human nature will have freedom after a long pressure, and
that the ways of Heaven bring success after reverses. We shall

endeavour to be merciful. No pardon, however, shall be ex-
tended to the principal traitors concerned in the affairs of July,

1S94, and of October, 1895. Capital punishment should be
their dup, thus venting the indignation of men and gods alike.

But to all the rest, officials or soldiers, citizens or coolies, a gene-
ral amnesty, free and full, is granted, irrespective of the degree
of their offences. Reform your hearts; ease your minds

;
go

about your business, public or private, as in times past.

As to the cutting of the top-knots—what can We say? Is

it such an urgent matter? The traitors, by using force and
coercion, brought about the affair. That this measure was taken
against Our will is, no doubt, well known to all. Nor i6 it Our
wish that the conservative subjects tbro-out the country, moved
to righteous indignation, should rise up, as they have, circulating

false rumors, causing death aDd injury to one another, until the

regular troops had to be sent to suppress the disturbances by
force. The traitors indulged their poisonous nature in every-

thing. Fingers and hairs would fail to count their crimes. The
soldiers are Our children. So are the insurgents. Cut any of

the ten fingers, and one would cause as much pain as another.

Fighting long continued would pour out blood and heap up
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corpses, hindering communications and traffic. Alas! if this

continues the people will all die. The mere contemplation of

such consequences provokes Our tears and chills Our heart.

We desire that as soon as orders arrive the soldiers should re-

turn to Seoul and the insurgents to their respective places and
occupations.

As to the cutting of top- knots no one shall be forced. As
to dress and hats, do as you please The evils now afflicting the

people shall be duly attended to by the Government. This is

Our own word of honor Let all understand

By Order of His Majesty,

PAK CHUNG YANG,
Acting Home Minister and Prime Minister,

nth Day 2nd Moon, 1st Year of Kon Yang.

A little later in the day the following proclamation, or per-

haps we should call it an appeal to the army*, was sent forth over
the royal seal :

—

On account of the unhappy fate of Our country, traitors

have made trouble every year. Now "(We) have a document
informing Us of (another) conspiracy. We have (therefore)

come to the Russian Legation. The Representatives of dif-

ferent countries have all assembled.

Soldiers! Come and protect Us. You are Our children.

The troubles of the past were due to the crimes of chief traitors.

You are all pardoned, and shall not be held answerable. Do
your duty and be at ease.

When you meet the chief traitors, viz., Cho Hui Yen, Woo
Pom Sun, Yi Tu Hwang, Yi Pom Nai. Yi Chin Ho and Kon
Yong Chin, cut off their heads at once and bring them.

You (soldiers) attend Us at the Russian Legation.

nth Day 3nd Moon ist Year of Kon Yang.

Royal Sign.

The guard at the Russian Legation was increased on the
evening of the 1 Oth by about 1 00 men from the Russian men-of-
war, so that inside the gates the force was sufficiently strong to

protect the King in case a forcible attempt should be made to re-

move him. A sentinel was on the look-out tower all day
At half-past eleven the first squad of guards from the Palace

arrived at the legation. They came on a run, were excited, and
unceremoniously hustled away the citizens who were quietly read-
ing and copying the proclamation, with the gruff' remark, “This is

not a notice to be read by the people.” Because of this remark
we could not for a time decide whether the new arrivals were



SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE KOREAN REPOSITORY

friendly to the King or otherwise. Others were added at inter-
vals during the day, and in the evening there were upwards of
*00 police and soldiers guarding the several streets leading to the
Russian Legation.

• The diplomatic and consular officers made formal calls during
the morning, and were of course promptly received in aud-
ience. J. Koruura. the Japanese Minister-Resident, was the
last one to call. General Dye and Colonel Nicnstead were also
at the Legation during the morning and saw His Majesty. Our
readers will remember that General Dye was ip the Palace on
the 8th of October last, and, to the great inconvenience of the
Cabinet then in power, refused for nearly two months to leave
the King.

While the King was holding court in his new home and
thousands of Koreans were reading the repeal of the obnoxious
law ordering the cutting of the hair, the policemen and possibly
the soldiers, acting under royal orders, were busily engaged in

the usual search for “ traitors,” that is, for members of the Gov-
ernment that had just gone out of power These men wore
taken by surprise, and had but little time to realize their danger
and make hasty preparations for parts unknown. Yu Kil ChUn,
Minister of Home Affairs, it is reported, was arrested in the
Palace, but either through the bungling work of the police or
otherwise, was wrested from them by Japanese soldiers sta-

tioned in front of the Palace and bv them taken to a place

of safety. Cho Hui Yen, Minister of War, eluded the search of

the police and made good his escape Kim Hong Chip, the
Prime Minister, and Chung Pyung Ha, Minister of Agriculture,

Commerce and Public Works, did not fare so well. They were
arrested and immediately beheaded in the street and their bodies

were given over to the populace to wreak their vengeance upon
them.

His Majesty was much annoyed when be heard of the pub-
lic execution of the twro Cabinet officers. We are informed on
what seems to us straight authority that the King intended to

give them the benefit of a trial. The arrest of the Home Min-
ister by the police and his rescue from them by Japanese soldiers

excited the people and precipitated the fate of the two unfortun-

ate Ministers.

The execution of the Cabinet Ministers is descrilicd in

the following account, furnished us by an cye-witnes9.

"Yesterday afternoon, as a friend and I were proceeding down I-egntion

Street towards the town, we were met by a considerable number of well-

dressed men, guarded by eight or ten policemen with drawn swords, all ap-

parently hurrying to the Russian Legation. The most prominent figure, and
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the one upon which every eye was fixed, was a big, burly man in long grass-

cloth coat and white hat, carrying a naked sword. He was preceded by a
coolie, v. ho appeared to be making some startling announcement. As the

crowd drew near we found that he was bidding the people be at peace, for

the arch-traitors were dead. The big man seemed to say that he had done

the deed. A few words of inquiry elicited the information from bystanders,

that two cabinet ministers had just been killed, that their bodies were lying

exposed at Chong No, and that these men were on their way to the Russian

Legation to inform the king. A glance at our watches showed that it was
exactly half-past two o'clock. Without a moment's delay we set off to verity

the news At first the streets were strangely deserted ; all the shops were
shut, except here and there an eating-house or a grog-shop. But as we ap-

proached the centre of the tow n it became more and more evident that some-
thing serious had happened. The broad main street was crowded with men
and boys, all hurrying in one direction. As far as the eye could reach no-

thing was visible but a heaving sea of white hats. The point of attraction

was evidently the Bell Tower, the focus of several principal thoroughfares,

and there we found a dense mass of tightly packed humanity pushing and
Struggling towards the centre, where a strong bod/' of police were with diffi-

culty keeping clear a large space, occa-ionally using the Mats of their swords
to emphasize their orders. We soon reached the inner circle, and saw the

dead bodies of two men covered with dust. They were lying on their backs,

a few yards apart, and both were naked from the feel to the shoulders and
breast. Neither, at this time, showed stabs or mutilation of body or limbs.

I thought the man furthest from me had one or two bad cuts across the face,

but I could not be certain for my eyes grew suddenly dim. My companion,
who was nearer, said 1 was mistaken. The corpse at my feet was that of an
elderly man. with thinnish gray beard and strongly accentuated features. A
horrible gash extended from the back of the neck to the front of the ears,

almost se\enng the head from the body. The executioners, whoever they

were, had made terribly sure work of it
;
two or three blows from behind

had put their victims to a swift death. We did not stay long; a few

moments sufficed for all we wanted, and we were glad enough to get away
from the fierce and angry faces round about. Another glance at the watch
showed that it was just three o'clock. We estimated that the killing must
have taken place about two p.m.

Another account of a visit after the police had given the bod-

ies over to the mol) is as follows:

—

At five o’clock p.m. of Feb. nth, a friend accosted me on the street and
said, "Let’s go down to Chong No and see what is going on." Infiuenced,

perhaps, by some residuum of savagery from my Saxon ancestry, I consent-

ed. At Chong No lay the bodies of the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Agriculture and Commerce. When we turned into the broad street a little

above Chong No we fell in with a dense crowd of Koreans pushing their

way tow ard that horribly attractive spot. We met few coming the other way.
As we neared the focal point the crowd grew denser and we saw in front of
us a surging mass of heads ; but it was evidently no festive gathering. Ev-
ery face woic a serious if not scow ling expression. These Koreans seemed
to l>e in earnest about something. Now and then there was a hoarse cry and
a v iolent agitation of the crowd for w hich w e could see no reason. We push-
ed our way in and soon found ourselves near the centre, w here lay the bod-
ies above mentioned, w hich w ere being roughly .handled. If the constituent

elements of that crowd could have been analyzed, it would probably have
been found to consist of men from whose mouths had been snatched their
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daily bread by the changes forced upon them by these and other members
ol the fallen cabinet. Fragments of stone strewed the ground and over them
the crowd was stumbling. There was a tierce centripetal force which requir-
ed that the inner line should push back with all its might to prevent being
precipitated upon the bodies. It was a study of human nature, and I looked
at the crowd and not the bodies. It evidently brought out all the brutality
there was in them, which was not a little Their words were thick and
turgid, more like the cries of wild beasts than of men. Some hurled stones
at the bodies, some stamped upon them, some spat upon them, some seized
them by a limb and dragged them a short distance down the street. All cui -

ed them as the authors pf the present trouble. Presently I saw an angry
face looking at us ovci; the crowd and exclaiming Chug-eul .Xom or, in

pther words, "Kill him." I remembered an important engagement I had at

home and disengaged myself as quickly as possible and made my way back.
A few minutes later the angry mob set upon a Japanese who had come to

see the bodies. The man was so badly injured that he died the sartic night.

From reliable native sources wp receive the following :

—

After the police left, the immense crowd at Chong No closed in and
struck the dead bodies repeatedly with stones; among the missiles hurled - -

remembers seeing a large circular mill-stone, such as Koreans use in their

hand-mills for grinding beans. When he saw them later, the bodies had
been beaten until their faces were unrecognisable. He referred to the fact

that Koreans had dug out an eye from one of the bodies and carried it off.

When the Koreans were stoning the bodies, saw a Japanese inter-

fere, who urged them to stop and stooping down touched one of the bodies.

The Koreans seemed to think that he was trying to remove the corpse.

They pushed him over, and began to trample upon him. Hut soon other

Koreans interfering, made them desist and let the man go free.

saw a man do a horrible thing. He took out his knife and
carved a piece of flesh from the thigh of one of the bodies. Then he put it

in his mouth and said to the others, " Let us cat them." Hut the crowd, in-

stead of following his cannibalistic suggestion, shrank from him in. horror.

Later.

Yesterday morning before dawn the King got out of his '‘pri-

son” in one of the box-chairs belonging to the waiting-women.

The plan was gotten up and faithfully adhered to by the women
or “Nai-in.” The guards did not suspect that one of those com-
mon chairs could contain the King. His Majesty and the Crown
Prince went straight to the Russian Legation for protection. No
Russian had been to the Palace uor near it ; nor had any Rus-

sian been to any of the public offices.

The Minister of Police, Yi Yun Yong, by command of the

King, ordered the arrest of the Cabinet Ministers. Kim Hong
Chip, the Prime Minister, and Chung Pyung Ha, the Minister of

Agriculture and Commerce were arrested about two o’clock p. i m.

on the main street: hut, on the way to execution, the populace

mobbed them to death. It is reported that someone bit off a

piece of flesh from Kim IJong Chip’s cheek, cursing him as the

author of the downfall of the top-knot ' Yu Kil Chun \va arrest-

ed hut as he was being carried past the Japanese barracks, in
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front of the Palace, the Japanese soldiers rushed out and took
him away by force. Cho Hui Yen, Chang Paik and the rest took
to their heels.

Last night, policemen were sent, by order of the King, to

prevent the houses of the criminals from being mobbed. A gen-
eral amnesty was granted to all prisoners and crin linals up to
date. Strict orders were given to protect Japanese, toward whom
the populace showed a considerable degree of animosity. As it

was, a Japanese was reported killed.

The new Cabinet is composed as follows :

—

Prime Minister (acting), Pak Chung Yang.
Home ,. Pak Chung Yang.
War .. Y’i Yun \ ong.

Police ,, .
An Kyeng Su.

Agriculture (acting), Ko Youg Heui.
Education ., .. Yun Cbi Ho.
Finance „ Y’unYongKu.
For. Affairs ,, Yi Wan Yong.

There is to be no compulsion in regard to the cutting of the
hair. The King keeps his hair cut. Others may do as they like

THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE
for February 13th, contains the following pacificatory edict.

—

Since We ascended the throne of Our Ancestors. We have
reigned over the millions in the eight provinces for over thirty

years: Ever since Our accession. We have meditated day
and night how to fulfill the duties of a parent But troubles

and famines have frequently occurred. We have often heard
that Our children have been impoverished and in consequence
plunged into the deepest misery. 0 hinking of this condition,

personal comforts, dainties and silks give us no comfort.
In addition, since the 6th moon, 503rd year, (July. 1804),

Our country has had the show of reformation without its fruit.

That this condition of affairs should create distrust in the minds
of the people is hut natural. .Ylas! Is this all because of Our
unworthiness or because the Government, has failed to win the
confidence of the people or ie it because the people have failed

to do their duty? Day and night we are in the fear of one in

danger of treading on the tail of a tiger. Looking tor the cause
of this it is found in the fact that Our good intentions and
efforts do not reach the people. We have therefore decreed
that all the arrears in taxes in the several provinces recorded
in the various offices up to the 6th moon of the 503rd year of

the dynasty (July, 1804) lx* remitted as a token of Our compas-
sion for the people
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Christian Observer.

KOREA..

THE DESTRUCTION OE THE QUEUES.

fn the secular press thcro have been frequent refer-

ences to a recont order of the King of Korea calling

upon his subjects to cut oir tho long queues which they

have worn for generation** In a private letter from Mrs.

Eugene Bell, we Anil mhuL very interesting descriptions

of tho circumstances accompanying this. She writes:
v

I told you some time ago how many report* were

going ul>out among tho Koreans that by the New

Year the King would cut his hair uml put on for-

eign clothes, and that they would all have to do

likewise—that is, as to the hair. They have moaned

ami groaned over it, as if cutting their Lop-knots off

would utterly change them. My teacher said that

they had worn them for hundreds of years, and

that it would break their hearts to part with that

sign tliut they are grown men and married. Mrs.

.1 unkin's teacher suid that he did not see how he

could die and meet his forefathers—all of them

with their top-knots and mungan9 [the head-dress

assumed upon marriage],—and he alone, of all his

fumily, with short hair like, a monkey! My teacher

almost cried if the subject was mentioned, though

lie said little except to lay it all on the Japanese.

The servants were dreadfully upset. . . .

At last word came that the posters were up,

and it must he done; whereupon Meng Segge (the

cook) came in and asked Mr. Hell if he would give

him some foreign clothes, if lie had to cut his hair,

sayi g that he could not wear his own any

more. . . . The gate keeper suid that he could

not cut otf his hair; and would go to a brother in

the country, hoping that the country people would

not have to cut off theirs. He said that the

(gentleman) was a chohun tarun (good person), and

the pxoeen (lady) was a chohun surun (good person),

hut—and here he got out his handkerchief, (a small

Turkish bath towel!) and wept. . . .

Later we hear that the poster did not say that

they must cut their hair; but, as the king had cut

his, it would he well if they would cut theirs,

a wording that l lie}' construed to mean that it must

be cut. Ami considering all that has recently

taken place, one can easily see that they did not

care to run any risks as to what would happen if

they did hot cut it. So by the day after New Year,

numbers of men had gone to the country; acne of

the couutry people would come to Seoul, and al-

ready there was beginning to he sulfering among

the mass of the people, who must buy their little

rice and tire-wood from day to day, os they make a

little money. No more rice was brought in, and

no more wood; the streets had a curious look, while

everywhere that there were little groups of mep,

the talk was of the hair-cutting. Anywhere else,

except in Chinu, there would have been a riot, but
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instead of that the beloved top-knots began to fall.

Meng Segge came up and borrowed my shears and

cut his. Then Mr. Bell took him out and bought

him a cap at a Japanese store, and gave him a suit

of his old clothes. Ilffwus as much plcused/with

the clothes and himself, when dressed up in them,

as a hoy with his first trousers.

Today we hear that a new poster is up, saying

they have done well, and the king is greatly pleased

with them, hut that they need not do it any more,

if they do not wish to. Of course, by this time,

lots of men have their top-knots otf—all the officials

cut theirs first, also the police and many others—and 1

the only reason they let them stop now, is be-

cause they are frightened at the scarcity of food and,

firewood in the city.

A member of the Cabinet, who was educated hi

the Uuited States, has been doing all this, with a

rather mistaken zeal. lie greatly desires the ad-1

vancement of Korea, but lie does not see that forc-

ing the people to give up a custom—no matter liowf

foolish—that is dear to them, is not a wise things

and yet I am sure that there are hundreds of youngs

rnemin Seoul who are glad of the chance to wear^

what they please, and I am sure that even tliose^

who cut otf their queues against their will have u-

free feeling they did not have before, hi realizing

that the way they wear their hair does QOt seriously

affect them.

I am very tired tonight, having taught this after-*

noon and then gone to a meeting afterward the*

first meeting of the week of prayer. Mr. Bell had

such a nice little service here this afternoon.

Since the above woe written, the news has reached

this country that some members of tho Cabioot (incensed

by the top-knot decree) formed a conspiracy to get rid of

the King, i. kill him. Tho king Hod to the Russian

legation for safety, and the police of Sooul cut olf tho

heads of two of the Cabinet ministers. And then the

King disavowed the “topknot decree” in the following

words: “As to the cutting of the top-knots—what can we

.sayf Is it such an urgont matter? The traitors, by

using force and coercion, brought about the affair. I hat

this measure was taken agaxntt our null, is, no doubt,

well known to all;" and also disavowed the violent death

of the two cabinet officers, ascribing it to a mob.
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KOREA.
Mrs. Webb (the mother of Mrs. Graham Lee) wrote

from Pyeng Yang, May 17, of the journey whose be-

ginning Mrs. Lee announced last month :

I wish you could have seen us as we left Mrs. Gif-

ford’s and Miss Doty’s hospitable homes in Seoul.

Three sedan chairs, two bicycles, three horses with

loads, twelve coolies. After leaving Seoul, we saw

fields of grain being sown, and in the low lands great

Hooded fields in which rice would be planted later.

The roadsides were covered with wild flowers, paint-

ing the green with purple and white—violets and

dwarf iris, besides flowers not familiar to my eyes.

We saw many things to amuse us, and much to make

our hearts ache. The thatched huts nestling among

the hills surrounded by green fields and trees looked

very picturesque. The Japanese inn where we re-

mained over night was clean, being new, and we

fitu>«J! cut ~ 1 four >11. 1 v rooms.

1

[September.

flowers in the front court, together with pigeon houses,

chicken coops and horse-stalls. Pigeons were flying

in all directions and roosters were crowing, and baby

Mylo also crowed with joy at the sights and sounds.

In Chemulpo we stopped at Hotel Steward, kept by

a Chinese, his store being beneath the hotel. Mr.

Appenzellarand Dr. Follwell of the Methodist Mission

joined us, they being also on their way to Pyeng Yang,

We had been telegraphed that the steamer would

leave Wednesday and we had journeyed through the

storm to be on time, but the steamer was delayed

till Friday afternoon. It was a Japanese vessel called

by the missionaries “ King Jay”—our household

goods were put on a smaller boat which was tied on

behind ours. The journey by sea was delightful

—

for two reasons, it was calm and we had chartered the

cabin ( 12 x 20 ft.) for our party of eleven.

PYENG YANG OCCUPIED.

We arrived on Sabbath in Pyeng Yang. Early in the

morning we left the steamer, taking Korean junks on

the Ta Tong River. Our goods remained upon the

steamer until Monday. After proceeding up the river

some distance we entered a smaller stream that winds

about in a very irregular manner and appears to almost

encircle Pyeng Yang city wall. We wished to reach

out new home without going openly across the city,

so the boat was tied up, and Mr. Lee, leaving us went

on his wheel to procure some coolies to carry us in

our chairs. The distance we had to go was two and

a half miles. Mr. Lee soon returned minus coolies

but accompanied by several Christians and school boys.

The tide had by this time gone out, leaving our boat

on a sand bar in the middle of the stream. So Mr,

Lee carried Mrs. Lee to shore, the boatman packing

me upon his back. It was funny to me to arrive in

such style, but we were all so happy to be in sight of
home we did not mind the method adopted to accom-

plish the one desire of our hearts. If we were only

as sure of reaching the Mansions above !

Mr. Lee turned coolie and with help of the Koreans

carried Mrs. Lee and baby Mylo in a chair, while I

walked behind. An ox cart took our bags, and Dr.

Wells preceded us to get in readiness for our reception.

Before we reached the place a number of the Christians

met us giving us a hearty greeting. We were soon in

Mr. Moffett’s little home, comfortably settled. A good

appetite blessed us all and Mr. Moffett’s boy Kondola

gave us a good supper.

Monday we spent in exploring the place. The
Presbyterian compound is just outside the city, yet

within the walls, said to be thousands of years old.

One week after our arrival fuund us pleasantly

settled in a repaired house adjoining Mr. Moffett’s.

We have three bedrooms, Mr. Moffett and Dr Wells-

occupying 'me, and a room combining parlor, dining-
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w,ieel jolly and happy at finding Pyeng Yang so fully

occupied. His little home has been torn up and is to
be enlarged before July. Our new home is to be com-
mentcd riglr away—if our hopes and wishes are re-

alized, we shall be in it before Christmas. Mr. Lee has
any amount of hard work on hand, to get two church
buildings enlarged, hospital and dispensary under way,
a woman’s building and boys’ school house. Many of
his workmen are Christians and love to work for him.

OPEN HOUSE AND KOREAN FLOWERS.
Mr. Moffett is greatly beloved by these people

among whom he has labored and spent the greater
part of five years. They are now delighted over the
coining of our family, and little Mylo just wins their

hearts
;
he loves Koreans, and is afraid of no one. We

two women are great curiosities. Next Wednesday
the wives and children of Christian Koreans arc to

come and see us. Two days every month we expect
to keep ” open house.” We found from our experience
in Seoul that it was best to have set times when any
could come into our homes. We are located on a hill

and. have lovely views in all directions. The properly

runs back to the old, old wall on which quantities of

wild flowers grow. There is a “Tangle," as I call
,

in which great trees, huge grape vines, clematis and
honeysuckle grow. It is no doubt the site of an old

house. On our journey up we saw great bushes
of bridal wreath, of spirea, of lilacs purple and
white, and honeysuckles by the score, so youmry
know that Korea, in places, is a natural flower

garden. Great mountains outline the horizon here

in all directions
; so very unlike Indiana, I am

ever conscious of the fact that I am in Korea.

The other day Mr. Lee, pointing towards a boy about

fifteen years of age, said, “ Did you know that boy is

a girl?” The girl had taken this way to see and
hear us foreigners. She bad for some time been
attending services in the church and now she had
come to see us—how our borne looked, how we women
and the baby appeared. The missionaries were told

she had been a dancing girl formerly but was not now
—she has always behaved herself, is quiet in manner
and quite good looking. Let us hope and pray to

gether for her, that she may be led to the feet of

Jesus, to saving knowledge, and be the means in

God's hand of leading many of her people into the

right path. She has adopted the only method possible

to the better class, for attending the men's meetings

or even going on the street unveiled and unattended.

\ cry soon we hope to have a woman’s building

open at all hours by day and early evening, and our

Bible woman and Mrs. Lee will be there to meet all

the Korean women and girls who may come. I hope
to go but feel like one whose tongue is tied, this lan-

guage is so difficult. The people here speak quite dif-

ferently from those in Seoul. I long to obtain sufficient

knowledge to be able to converse with all who come
'.•11 th • of |i and what be has dour fl>r them.
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A WORD FROM: KOREA.
BY ItEV. EOOEWg DELL.

As our Southern Presbyterian Church, establish-

ed a mission in Korea four years ago, and other de-

nominations seven years previous to that, the read-

ers of the Observer may be interested to know

something of the present state of affairs in this

part of the Master’s vineyard, after eleven years of

Protestant missionary effort.

The field may be described, in a word, as being

one of the most difficult, and at the same time one

of the most encouraging in the world. No one can

have read the published statements about Korea

during the past two years of her troublous political

history, and not kuow that there are great obstacles

here in the way of an}- religious effort. The general

public, probably having read only these statements

in secular journals, may have thought solely of the

difficulties, and possibly has taken dark and gloomy

statements in regard to civil affairs to apply equally

well to the Church. The Church in Korea, as the

Psalmist prophesied of the righteous, has flourish-

ed like the palm tree, ami grown like the cedar of

Lebanon—on rocky cliffs, under apparently very

unfavorable circumstances. She has steadily grown,

in spite of these times of trouble and disquiet, un-

til today there are more than a thousand believers,

with a record for Christian benevolence, activity,

and other evidences of sincerity, surpassed by no

other mission field of the world.

If I am not mistaken, no other mission field in

the world, after the first decade, could give to the

Church at home such an oneouruging report. Last

year the Church membership was increased by about

sixty-one per cent, of tho previous membership—

a

record that some of our home churches might well

.

covet. At the decennial meeting last fall, forty-

two congregations were reported as worshipping

God regularly every Sabbath, six churches being

ministered to by nutivo pastors; four hundred and

forty-five persons were enrolled in Sabbath schools.

Several houses of worship have been erected en-

tirely with native funds, uud to many others tho na-

tive Christians have contributed liberully, until their

contributions for this, and other purposes, averaged

more than one dollar per member for the past year.

The Presbyterian church erected in Seoul last

winter, exclusively with native funds, and on which

many of the members of higher rank worked with

their own hands, thus going contrary to and disre-

garding all custom and the scorn and contempt of

their fellow countrymen, has. been found too small

to accommodate the crowds, and an enlargement is

necessary.

These statistics which are for lost year are

entirely out of date now. And while later ones are

not at hand, this is believed, on good evidence, to

be by far the most encouraging year in the history

of the Korean church. Larger crowds attend

church, there are mom applicants for baptism,

greater evidences of sincerity ou the port of native

Christiana, many country stations opened up in the

interior, including two of our own in the South,
*

with good prospects for others in the near, future.

Although there is only one general Presbyterian

church, our own little mission has been the means
of gathering quite a number of believers; and the

older members of our force linvo mode such splen-

did progress with the language as to be well equip-

ped to go forward for a great ingathering.

Such, in brief, is tho status of offuirs with regard

to the Church.

Although being greatly opposed to entering into

the sphere of politics or civil affairs, especially in a

country where the exact conditions are so hard to

learn, yet I cannot forbear to say a word in Korea's

behalf along this line. Those of us who are labor-

ing, whether in a civil or religious sphere, for the

upbuilding of Korea have loug since been exasper-

ated at many of the published statements in regard

to Korean offuire, that have mude their way into the

outside world, chiefly through the Japanese press.

That Japan lias done for Korea what no other nation

saw fit to do, and for which every Korean, and

every lover of Korea’s welfare, should be profound-

ly grateful, we am only too glad to admit, and

would givo to Japan all tho gratitude duo her very

praiseworthy efforts.

But Japan has apparently lost prestige since the

king has left the palace, where he was practically a

prisoner to Japanese and pro-Japanese advisers,

and gone to the Russian legation, where he has

dismissed his pro-Japanese cabinet and selected one

according to his own mind. Since that event, many
of the statements made in the Japanese press by

the untrustworthy correspondents here in Seoul, are

to the effect that poor Korea is now speedily going

to the dogs, because, forsooth, Japan is no longer

able to do as she pleases in Korean affairs, and

carry out her so-called reforms.

And although it is disclaimed by the Jupaneso

that these changes were due to them, many of these

reforms were, apparently, such things as regulating

by legislation the cut of tho coat sleeves, the length

of pipe stems and the way the hair should bo worn.

Whether such things are rightly attributed to the

Japanese or not, the Korean people are certainly

unanimous in believing the Japanese to be the cause

of these changes.

That such is the case—that Korea is thus
* dependent on Jupon for her rescue from destruction,

we are far from admitting; but, on the contrary, we

would like to produce some evidence that during the

time since the Japanese influence has been with-

drawn, Korea has made very remarkable progress,

and that, in a political way, while not in a flattering

condition, she is more prosperous and has brighter

prospects than ever before.



Tlmt aucll gloomy impressions should find their

way into the secular papers of Japan is not surpris-

ing- especially when we remember that under the

friendly protection of another power, Korea seems

to bo succeeding in what Japan ignominiously failed

to do at the time her accredited minister to the

Court of Korea, was disgracefully implicated in the

murder of Korea’s Queen. But that such state-

ments should be accepted as correct by writers in

our own Church papers, and giveu to the world as

the true situation is a matter of sincere regret to

those of us who are laboring for Korea’s upbuilding.

Rev. Mr. Grinnan, of Japan, in the Observer of

June 1U, after trying to explain why Jupun made

such a failure in Korea, concludes that part of his

article by saying: "Korea is pretty much as she

was before, except that Chinese inllueuce is dead

and the Russian power bus increased. Poor Korea 1

She is in a sad way menta'ly, morally and finan-

cially.” He gave, as one of the reasons of Japan's

"failure,” the deep-seated corruption of Korea,

We woul suggest to Mr. Grinnan (whom we also

know to have the best interests of Korea at heart)

and to all others who have taken up the like idea,

that another reason for Japan's failure lay in the

"d^ep-seated corruption” of many of the Japanese

subjects who have made their way to Korea; and

we commend to him the statement that Count

Inouye is reported to have made (who, by the way,

is the ablest minister and statesman Japan ever

sent to the Korean court). He is reported os say-

ing "the Japanese residents in Korea must be re-

formed;” and he added the following in regard to his

fellow-countrymen, as published in the Korean Re-

pository of August, 1895

;

The Jupancse are not only impolite, but ofton insult

the Koreans. They are rude in thoir treatment of

Korean customers, and when there is some slight misun-

derstanding, they do not hesitate to appeal to fists, and

even go so far as to throw Koreans into rivers, or use

weapons. Merchants thus frequently become rowdies,

and many of them are consequently convicted. Those *

who are not merchants, are still more rude and violent.

Thoy say they have made Korea independent; they have

suppressed the Tong Uaks, and those Koreans who dare

oppose them, who dare disobey them, are ungrateful

fellows.

And he goes on to explain the hatred of the

Koreans for the Japanese. The writer can add his

persoual testimony in regard to the "appeal to

fists.” It would seem that the need of reformation

of Japanese subjects as expressed by Count Inouye

was not acted upon by the Japanese authorities,

and the result was the complication of his successor,

Vicount Muira, and other Japanese subjects, in

that unfortunate affair; without whoso assistance it

is believed the Queen would never have been mur-

dered. As the hatred of the Koreans for the Jap-

anese is said to date back to the invasion by that

country three hundred years ago„ so we are afraid

that her subjects have again done that for which

the Korean people, whether justly unjustly, will

boar thorn an intense dislike, if not hatred, for an-

other tlirou hundred ycura.

Our brother in the Observer says Korea is pret-

ty much os she was before, with one or two excep-

tions. On the contrary, we present the following

to show the wonderful strides forward she has made

since Japan lost control of the situation.

Qis&itZIAz
One of the most encouraging signs of tho times,

and influential means of education and enlighten-

ment is the tri-weekly newspaper which, is now

printed in both English and Korean, - and which

finds its way to all parts of the country'. The

editor, Dr. Philip Jaisohn, a Korean by birth, is a

member of the Presbyterian Church, and rpent

twelve years in America, where he became a natu-

ralized citizen. Tho hdcpemlent
,
in its elforts for

the masses, iB a great boon to Korea. . In tho issuo

of May 23, the editor, in speaking of the prescut

Government, enumerates "a few of tho things that

have been dono sinco His Majesty succeeded in

eluding his captors at the palace," os follows: "In

the first place there has been a constant and power-

fu^\^ -t to quell the disturbances iu tho country.

Again, the finance department has been put

in charge of a foreigner whose business capacity,

and whose disinterestedness are above question. . . .

Again, the pay department of the army hus been

put in charge of a foreigner who knows how valu-

able a well paid army is, and how £ingerous a

poorly paid one is. . . . In addition to this,

arrangements have bceu made for the construction

of "a railroad' between Seoul and Chemulpo, tho

widening and improving tho streets of JSeoul has

' bceu decided upon, a school for the study of the

Russian language has been projected, tho printing

bureau has been fitted out with new type anil ma-

chinery, and put in croditublo shape—in fact the lust

three mouths have seen more real progress iu vari-

ous directions thau tho pust tou years could show.”

The railroad abovo referred to is to bo built by

an American syndicate, aud the contruct has bqeti

signed by the Korean Government. The work is* to

begin this summer. A similar contract has been

entered into by the Government with a French

syndicate to build a railroad between Seoul and Kui

Ju. The Japauese are applying for a like conces-

sion for a railroad between Seoul aud L’usan. When

these railroads are completed, the capitul will bo

connected by rull with Its si.aport, CUomulpo.ou the

west, Eul Ju on the north, and Fusan on tho south-

east. In addition to all this we would mention the

"new sanitary laws; repairs of the streets; adjust-

ment of law courts under an American lawyer,

establishment of district militia, building of an

independence arch; fixing of a public' park, etc.”

The fact that other countries are coming in to build

railroads, help regulate the law courts, the army

and finance department of the Government is some

indication that Korea is not exclusively dependent

on Japan.

Of course we all know that Korea. is still a cor-

rupt country in many ways, but wo are not willing

to admit that sho is going to destruction simply be-

cause Japan is not allowed to do the so-called re-

forming, but rather that she must bo uplifted by

the religion of our Lord Jesus Christ, and be guided

in her airairs of Church and State by honest, up-

right, Christiau citizens. And we appeal to the

Ci»._ - home to speedily send forth more laborers

into this most needy aud promisiug fielu.'.

Seoul, Korea.


